


WHEN THE ABELL
BROTHERS PATENTED
A UNIQUE METAL
FINISH, THEY STRUCK
GOLD. BETHAN RYDER
MEETS THE MEN WITH
THE MIDAS TOUCH

win brothors lan and Richard
Abcll, 32, arc the new
Jarliogs of the imenons scene,
with thair metallic creanons
\]'l’,\!\ PN MO o Ilu' ot \:_\'.:\“
mrenors in London, The slinky ttanium
columns and burninhad wallk of Nobu
terkeley were conceived in the brothens
Depetord studio. Likowise, the pidad,
gratfurcarved school dosks ot Doacr
Servct Market thar sold ot within wecks
Since forming thor company, Bosed
Upon, 1 2004, the brothers have banle
up an impressive chient portfolio, They
have recently prodoced inscallanons for
Donna Karan stores in Amenca and the
ncw Nobu Milan, Fyven Judy Blame's
lkﬂ‘ l'.-l\y'.\l\u.\l toddy bear has been
given the gt ercarmont and spraved gold
1OF POSICnty
And when the (extremcly) high<nd
property dovcloper Candy & Candy was
looking for a dramatk mural for One
Hyde Park, tes ulorabu Apartment
complex, it turmed 1o Lan and Richard
We wanted 1o capuure the spent of the
park, so we started by collecung leaves
and twigs,” savs lan, “Then we thougt
about whar a keaf looks bke through 2
aucroscope. The pecee is based on thae,
bat reprosents Londona more goncralhy
So whille the strnkiog hinshed prcce s

mspercd by the moglicd voins
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Ihe secret 1o Based Upon's success
i A new Diguid motal materkal called

Axoloth, whach fan first diwovered in P

Based Upon ive Howo
Cholr, mode by
Cooting Gl

Gurio's Hara chale In

an Anbauo Sivor olioy




P Svdney. Realising its potennial, the
brothers bought the patent for Europe.
They bogan axploning the possibilines for
this mallcable spravon alloy by coating

wonic furmiture classics, such as a Verner
Panton chair and the Campana brothers
Favela chair, in metal patinas, The larer
ferched an incredhble £17,700 at auction -
possibly the largest sum ever paid for a
nusty old chair

"

But it's not simply a e of spravand
go. A 16atrong team of sculprors and
metallurgists hones cach
Product, Custonmising
differens allovs with a vanicty
of textures, from sty and
sandblastod to sheck
pearlised and polished
"A picce hike the Candy
& Candy textured mural
might take four to five
manths from conception
through 10 completion, with
throe months devoted o
actually making it,” says Richard.

“At first, we messed around doing
some jokey stuff, such as a blinged up
golden unnal called Based Upon Taking
the Piss £100,000, and a cur diamond
covered 1n ruse called Based Upon
Poccloss,” says lan.

The fun soon developed into somcthir

more serious & the duo began exploring
potions of goenuine pricelessness, "W
thought about composing art from things
with no marker value bue thar hav
enormous pecsonal value ~ a kind of
motional preciousness,” Richard says

The resules are metallicised basechict
artworks, such as the composition they
desymed foe a Nowtng Thll famaly, which
interweaves thoir palm lines with the

scntimental detntus of their bves: ticket

“AT FIRST, WE :
MESSED AROUND |7 o i
DOING SOME
JOKEY STUFF,
: SUCHASA
BLINGED-UP
GOLD URINAL”

stubs, ceraficates, the childeen's first toys
and s on,
Becoming a parent mspired fan to

From Iof ion ot and
Richard foundod o o
compoany Bosed Upon In
2004 ho auo orginoly
Cracied HuMmOIOous DMCH
NCIVINY G UWENdl CONd
Based Upon Toking he |
$100.000; the sculptusal
bench Bazod Upon Number
One; ond O coseup Of
detols on the Busonly sabdo
Backgeound picture The
sutfoce of he Crock lable

dosign his own version. "1 knew when

my daghter, Mia, was bomn that | wanted
to make a m&'\\'.u
do something much more graphic about
the goriness of birth and contrast it with
the Huffe-bunnics public image of birth

he savs. “1 was going to

I meant to collect lots of bloody ll!m;',s.
but | didn'r, as it was all oo weind.”
He later composed an art picce
featuring items including
the pregnancy-test resule,

interspersed with palm hines
taken from a photogroph of
her hand when she was just
one week old

“It's something we enjoy
a lot now, making those
personal picces for people,”
Richard says. “We ind
it rcally satnfying, and foel we have
disconered somcthing that, in these times
of luxury, is really meanmgful and has
an cmotonal conncction, as well as being
I|'|:;"|:\\"\‘ 3

I £20,000 for your own bespoke picce
of alche my — say, a mural moeasunng
213 square metres
then readv-made decorative metallic
surfaces are avislable i Based Upon's

sounds a bit secep,

off-thepeg range, There are a dowen
styles, and cach can be produced in
three to five ditferent toncs or alloss
They range in thickness from 0.33mm ro
3. 50mm and cost £300.£750 per squary
mctre = and will end up being worth
their weight in gold. U]

wrone. basedupon.co.wk; 020 8320 2122



